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Editor’s Note
Dear Reader,

What a sheer joy it is to be part of such a vibrant and growing
community. This issue saw a record-breaking 319 poets sending
us over 2,500 poems from 47 countries across 5 continents. The
spirit, craft, and courage in these submissions made selecting the
poems we did a bittersweet task. We’re deeply grateful for your
trust, and we celebrate every voice that continues to shape the
Wales Haiku Journal. Thank you for writing, for reading, for
being here.

In compiling this issue, we, as ever, were delighted to discover so
many fresh words and concepts— Bantu knots, Thrasher nests,
spiny chollas, virga, nares, komorebi, shinrin-yoku, harmattan,
vernal pool, and mourning cloaks—each one a small window into
the natural world’s poetry and the cultures that honour it.

I (Joe) recently spent five days back in Wales. Living in Spain, it
was a much needed opportunity to reconnect and share some
time with my family. When I had a moment between the mad
dash of visits squeezed into that short time at home, I dove into
our shared document that we use to edit each new edition of the
journal.
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Review: The San Francisco Haiku
Anthology: Volume Two

By Rowan Beckett Minor

The San Francisco Haiku Anthology: Volume Two is a new 250
page compilation of  haiku and senryu edited by Susan Antolin,
Garry Gay, and Carolyn Hall. This is the much-anticipated follow-
up collection to The San Francisco Haiku Anthology (1992,
Smythe-Waithe Press), which was also co-edited by Volume Two’s
co-editor, Garry Gay. This anthology highlights 94 poets who live
in or have lived in the Bay Area, including the anthology’s three
editors. 

Each feature includes 2-12 haiku and/or senryu by each poet, and
showcases the many diverse voices the Bay Area has to offer.
Included in Volume Two are: the Introduction to The San
Francisco Haiku Anthology (1992), the Introduction to The San
Francisco Haiku Anthology: Volume Two (2024), a foreword by
Ce Rosenow, and biographical sketches of  included poets. Several
poets from the original anthology return with new sets of  haiku
and senryu alongside many fresh names new to this volume.
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With Thanks
Luci and I would like to give our thanks to
some of the people who have most recently
offered their generous support to our journal.
We are so grateful that you champion  this
project as it develops and grows. These
donations, along with the many kind,
encouraging comments, galvanise us to do
ever better with each edition.

Maryam and Akiba Merme
Marilyn Ashbaugh

Tony Williams
Kathryn Haydon
Kimberly Kuchar

Kerry Wilson
Wendy Cobourne 

Debbie Strange
Lorraine A Padden

David Schaff

Stokey Bard
Mary White

Susan Yavaniski 
Benjamin Wimberly

Sarah Paris 
Edward Bremson

Urmila Schmit-Cohen
David Cox

Rodica Stefan
Mary Beth Defer

If you would like to offer a donation to the
Wales Haiku Journal, you can do so using the
button at the top of this web page. 


